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INTRODUCTION

All over the world, nature is in decline. Insect 
populations have decreased by a staggering 
75% in Germany and Britain is one of the most 
deforested nations in Europe, with only 2% of land 
fully protected.3 Demand for products containing 
palm oil is driving deforestation in South East Asia 
and the use of chemical fertilisers and pesticides for 
agriculture is driving land and water degradation,  
as well as emitting greenhouse gases. 

All life depends on nature, for the air we breathe, the 
soil we grow our food in, the clean water we use and 
the safe climate we need. It is also a source of joy, 
cultural fulfilment and inspiration to all of us - from 
Indigenous People in remote areas of the Amazon to 
commuters from the Home Counties. 

One only has to look at the worldwide success of 
David Attenborough’s films to see how deeply people 
cherish nature. Moments of awe at the beauty of 
our natural world are contrasted with deep shock 
and sadness at the sight of bleached corals or an 
albatross feeding her chick plastic. 

All our lives depend on a healthy, stable and 
functioning planet, but, as the Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES – a UN backed panel) 
recently warned, the world’s safety net has stretched 
almost to breaking point1. 

Water sources are becoming increasingly polluted, 
land is deteriorating more rapidly than ever, and one 
million animal and plant species are now threatened 
with extinction.2 This has far-reaching repercussions 
for the planet and the people that inhabit it, especially 
those in the poorest countries whose lives are often 
more closely entwined with the natural world.

When communities are particularly dependent on 
nature for their livelihoods, the loss of habitats, species, 
fish stocks and access to water sources is, like climate 
change, a humanitarian issue that undermines efforts 
to achieve sustainable development.

To address this, the UK should: 

1. Make all UK Aid nature-positive, supporting 
more integrated interventions that improve 
people’s lives and enhance the natural 
environment. 

2. Stop harmful investments that destroy nature 
and contribute to climate change, such as 
investing in fossil fuels, deforestation, conversion 
and exploitation of carbon- and nature-rich 
ecosystems.

3. Negotiate an ambitious deal for people 
and nature at the Convention on Biological 
Diversity’s meeting in October 2020 that is 
integrated with the 2030 development agenda 
and the Paris Agreement. 

Figure 2: Extent of tropical rain forest (green) and projected  
deforestation 2010-2030 (red). (Source: Living Planet Report 2018) 

The highest rates of current natural decline are 
occurring in the tropics.4 These regions coincide 
substantially with areas of high poverty and are also 
among those likely to be some of the hardest hit by 
climate change.
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SOMALIA AND SOMALILAND, with an  
1,880-mile coastline, have the potential to hold 
some of the world’s richest and most productive 
fishing grounds. Their domestic fisheries, 
swarming with tuna, snapper, sardines and 
lobster, could have a value of over £104m every 
year, and this figure could be even greater with 
improved services and infrastructure for the 
Somali fishing and seafood industries.1¹  

However, poor governance and economic 
pressures caused by ongoing civil war have 
enabled an influx of unregulated and illegal 
fishing vessels.12 European and Asian vessels have 
dominated Somalia and Somaliland’s waters and 
in 2013, foreign vessels caught nearly three times 
the amount of fish compared to local fishers. 
Depletion of fish stocks from illegal fishing, 
alongside lack of employment, low incomes and 
dwindling nature resources have forced local 
fishers into poverty, with some turning to piracy.13  

Somalia and Somaliland’s modern-day piracy  
has had devastating impacts for the countries.  
It has worsened the instability and insecurity in 
the region and between 2005 and 2012, £250m 
was claimed in ransoms by pirates in the Horn  
of Africa.14 Piracy and the conditions that led  
to its manifestation continue to plague the  
region today.

The poorest people on the planet 
are often directly reliant on natural 
resources and are therefore more 
directly affected by nature’s loss: 

– As many as 90% of the world’s poorest people 
depend on biological resources for food, fuel, 
medicine, shelter and transportation.5  

– 75% of the world’s poorest households depend 
directly on subsistence farming or fishing.6

– Water scarcity and declining access to fresh 
water are increasingly significant problems for 
one to two billion people worldwide.7 

– Poor people often cannot afford substitutes  
for previously freely available natural resources 
and services (such as food and fuel, natural 
fertilisers, and flood defences provided by  
natural ecosystems).8

– They are more exposed to air pollution and 
contaminated water, and more vulnerable to the 
impacts of rising global temperatures, including 
drought, extreme weather events, the spread of 
disease and habitat destruction.9

The last two decades have seen unprecedented 
global improvements in development indicators, 
including the greatest reduction in poverty rates 
in human history. However, nature’s decline risks 
undermining development priorities, from public 
health to food security and disaster risk reduction 
and will further entrench conditions of poverty  
and inequality. 

IPBES has warned that social and economic 
pressures caused by land and ocean degradation 
and the impacts of climate change will undermine 
the wellbeing of 3.2 billion people and will force 
many to migrate within their own countries and 
across borders.¹0

The UK has committed to restoring nature at home 
within one generation, but, as a consumer of natural 
resources worldwide and a country that prides itself 
on its global outlook, the UK’s responsibility does not 
end at home. It now needs to act globally, as it has 
done to tackle climate change, to support people 
and economies to thrive while enhancing  
the natural environment.

C A S E  S T U D Y  0 1

HOW 
OVERFISHING 
HAS PUSHED 
SOMALIAN 
FISHERS INTO 
POVERTY
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HOW NATURE  
SUPPORTS US

FORESTS generate oxygen, store carbon and are 
recognised by the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change as essential to keeping warming 
within 1.5°C.15 They provide food and income from 
tourism and the sale of forestry products. 

The health of local communities – as well as our 
global community - is also dependent on forests, 
since they provide clean drinking water, clean air, 
medicine, mosquito control and fire control and are 
places for people to enjoy. 

PEATLANDS are the largest natural terrestrial 
carbon store, containing more carbon than all other 
vegetation types in the world combined.16 

DRYLANDS grow 44% of the world’s food and 
support a third of the population who depend on 
agriculture for their food security and livelihoods, 
often as their only source of income.17 

THE OCEANS produce half of the world’s oxygen, 
while providing jobs and food for three billion people 
around the world.18

MANGROVES are among the most productive 
natural environments on Earth and provide a 
wealth of important functions. They are essential 
breeding grounds for a variety of fish and provide 
shelter for juveniles. The fish and other wildlife 
they harbour are important sources of food – 
particularly for poor coastal communities – and 
their wood is an important source of building 
materials and fuel. They also maintain water 
quality and clarity through trapping sediments 
and filtering out pollutants.

Critically, in the context of climate change, 
mangroves provide a natural defence to coastal 
erosion and storm surges, protecting otherwise 
exposed coastal communities. For example, 
mangroves in the Philippines provide more than 
£500 million in direct flood reduction benefits 
every year. They are also efficient carbon sinks, 
capable of storing five times more carbon than 
tropical forests in an equivalent area.

Despite this, more than 35% of the world’s 
mangroves are being cleared to make way for 
agricultural land or overharvested for fire and 
construction wood, wood chip, pulp and  
charcoal production.

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF MANGROVES 19 
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Why does biodiversity matter?21

Nature’s abundance is vital, but so is the variety 
of species. The diversity of species, referred to as 
‘biodiversity’, increases the stability and resilience 
of natural ecosystems.

Ecosystems with lower diversity, due to 
destruction and extinction, are known to be 
less resilient to sudden shocks, such as extreme 
weather or disease.

In a diverse natural environment, it is more likely 
there will be another species present that is able 
to fill the role of a depleted or extinct species.

Biodiversity also increases productivity in 
agricultural systems, in fisheries, in forests 
and on grazing lands. More biodiverse systems 
generate more food, timber and fodder.

The challenge before us 

A healthy environment provides the resources 
needed for people to survive and live well. It 
can support people to adapt to the impacts of 
climate change and can limit or even reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. However, as IPBES 
recently warned23, nature is declining rapidly, and 
this will have as much of an impact on humanity 
as climate change.  

We therefore need to step up to the plate in the 
way we protect nature, so that our international 
development efforts respond to the challenges 
of tackling poverty, addressing climate change 
and protecting our biodiversity and ecosystems. 

FORESTS AND   
WATER SUPPLY 20

THE IMPORTANCE 
OF HEALTHY SOIL22  

– Trees trap and filter pollutants on the 
ground, improving water quality and 
preventing contamination of water 
downstream.

– Lower canopy leaves provide cover 
from heavy rainfall, which prevents 
soil erosion.

– Deep tree roots stabilise slopes and 
help prevent shallow landslides.

– Cloud forests hold water from mist, 
which feeds river flows.

Kenya’s mountainous forests are referred 
to as ‘natural water towers’ since they 
are the single most important source of 
water for the country. They cover less 
than 2% of Kenya’s land area but are 
invaluable national assets, providing 
climate regulation, water storage, flood 
mitigation, water purification, carbon 
storage and more.

Healthy soil contains millions of microbes 
that help the soil to form and nutrients 
to decay. The microbes help regulate the 
climate, as well as controlling disease and 
pest outbreaks, and enabling the existence 
of at least 20,000 plant species. A hectare 
of healthy soil can store and filter enough 
water for 1,000 people. 

The shift towards industrial farming and 
monoculture to sustain the world’s complex 
food systems has degraded a soil area ten 
times the size of the UK, to the point  
where it cannot be used to grow crops.  
FAO estimates that, due to soil degradation, 
the global amount of arable and productive 
land per person in 2050 will be only a 
quarter of what it was in 1960. This will 
have serious consequences for food security 
unless new approaches are adopted.

10    |    PEOPLE  and  NATURE PEOPLE  and  NATURE     |     11         



12    |    PEOPLE  and  NATURE  PEOPLE  and  NATURE   |   13 

Humankind is pushing nature to a point of crisis.  
The sixth mass extinction is well underway, with 
species disappearing at a rate 1000 times faster 
than before humans existed.24

Since 1970, average global wildlife populations  
have declined by 60%.25 Insects, essential for the 
proper functioning of all ecosystems, pollinators and 
recyclers of nutrients26, could vanish within a century 
at current rates of decline. Meanwhile, 40 football 
fields worth of forests disappear every minute27 and 
by 2050 there could be more plastic in the sea  
than fish.28   

Ever increasing consumption by wealthy nations, 
industrial agriculture and fishing, growing 
populations, infrastructure development and urban 
expansion are driving people and nature from land 
and sea. As a result, the most vulnerable are pushed 
into marginal land or urban slums, into ever more 
precarious existences, and wildlife is forced out of 
its natural habitat, often at its own risk and that of 
nearby communities. 

WHY IS URGENT  
ACTION REQUIRED?

Supporting rights of local communities 
to manage land and nature

Indigenous peoples and local communities (IPLCs) 
own, manage or occupy 25% of the world’s land 
area,29 which is far more than is covered by formal 
parks and protected areas. Much of the world’s 
wildlife lives outside protected areas on these 
communal or private lands and therefore needs local 
support and stewardship to survive30. Empowerment 
and respect for local communities is a vital part of 
the solution, but the decline of nature and climate 
change are global problems, the solutions to which 
lie beyond the control of local communities alone.

IPBES highlights how biodiversity is declining more 
slowly on land managed by IPLCs than elsewhere. 
In Namibia for example, local communities have 
voluntarily allocated huge tracts of land for wildlife 
conservation. This accounts for nearly 20% of the 
country’s land area, more than is designated as 
formal national park.31 Wildlife populations have 
increased six-fold as a result.32 

About 65% of IPLC lands have not been 
intensively developed, compared with 44% of 
other lands, making them hugely important for 
conservation. In the Amazon, deforestation is 
between two and six times lower in areas where 
IPLCs have land rights, a trend seen in other 
countries including Bolivia, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Nepal, Indonesia, Niger and Tanzania.33

It is vital to acknowledge that IPLCs often have 
precarious legal land rights. Where those rights 
have conflicted with economic development 
priorities (such as agriculture, hydro power, 
mining or urban development), they have often 
been ignored and overridden, and local people 
have been forced to leave their land.

Greater support for IPLCs’ innovations and 
practices is needed to ensure their vital 
knowledge is not lost and that their abilities to 
manage their lands and resources sustainably 
are maintained. It is often only when there 
are competing external pressures that their 
governance structures and rights are disrupted, 
leading to environmental decline.

IT IS ESSENTIAL TO 
SHOW SPECIAL CARE FOR 
INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES 
AND THEIR CULTURAL 
TRADITIONS. THEY ARE 
NOT MERELY ONE MINORITY 
AMONG OTHERS, BUT SHOULD 
BE THE PRINCIPAL DIALOGUE 
PARTNERS, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN LARGE PROJECTS 
AFFECTING THEIR LAND  
ARE PROPOSED.
POPE FR ANCIS, L AUDATO SI’-  
ON CARE FOR OUR COMMON  
HOME (2015), #183

PEOPLE  and  NATURE     |     13         
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LOCALLY MANAGED  
MARINE AREAS34 

C A S E  S T U D Y  0 2

MADAGASCAR’S coastal waters are renowned 
for their mangroves, coral reefs, beaches and 
seagrass beds that are all home to an abundance 
of species. The rich coastal landscape is now 
an important resource for local fisheries, with 
250,000 people depending on the fisheries for 
their livelihoods. However, habitat destruction  
and damaging fishing practices are hampering 
fish stocks.

Alongside other forms of marine protection, a 
key approach to tackling the decline in fish in 
Madagascar has been through the establishment 
of Locally Managed Marine Areas (LMMAs). These 
are areas of coastal waters largely or completely 
managed by local communities. Although LMMAs 
can vary in design and size, they all have a 

common key focus on people. Local stakeholders 
are actively involved in the management decisions 
so that decisions are based on local needs, 
priorities and traditional knowledge. Communities 
design rules that can be enforced locally to ban 
destructive fishing practices, protect endangered 
species and designate priority marine areas  
for protection.

LMMAs can help maintain food security, alleviate 
coastal poverty and enable coastal communities 
to adapt to climate change. As a result, LMMAs 
are now recognised as a proven cost-effective, 
scalable, resilient and socially accepted way to 
sustainably manage marine resources. There 
are now over 65 LMMAs across Madagascar’s 
coastline, covering 11 percent of the country’s 
coastal environment and engaging more than  
150 communities. 

The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, signed by 193 countries, is the most 
comprehensive global agreement that integrates 
environmental, social and economic issues, with 
a specific commitment to leave no one behind. 
In 2020, progress on climate change, sustainable 
development and nature will be reviewed at 
three major summits – for the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals, the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change and the UN 
Convention on Biological Diversity. 

This crucial year presents an opportunity to get 
agreement on the political will and resources to 
address these three crises together. However, while 
some progress has been made towards achieving 
poverty reduction and climate goals, most nature-
related goals will be missed. In 2030, the majority 
of the world’s poor are predicted to be in Africa, 
specifically in sub-Saharan and conflict-affected 
countries, where tackling entrenched poverty is 
especially challenging. Failure to urgently address 
the climate and nature crises we face will only 
exacerbate these challenges.

HOW IS THE WORLD TACKLING 
POVERTY, CLIMATE CHANGE  
AND NATURE’S DECLINE?

OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS THERE WILL BE 
UNITED NATIONS DECISIONS ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE, SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 
A NEW DEAL FOR NATURE. TOGETHER THESE 
WILL FORM OUR SPECIES’ PLAN FOR A 
ROUTE THROUGH THE ANTHROPOCENE.
DAVID AT TENBOROUGH 
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 2019

The UK is bidding to host the UNFCCC’s 2020 
climate summit, whereas the next targets for 
restoring global nature will be set in Kunming, China, 
at the meeting on the UN Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD). In the lead up to these summits, the 
UK has a golden opportunity to show it is committed 
to achieving sustainable development, by increasing 
the scale of ambition and in highlighting the links 
between nature, development and climate change. 
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“There can be no lasting solution to 
any of the world’s crises – whether 
poverty, inequality, or human rights – 
without real action to save our planet 
from irreversible, catastrophic climate 
change and the loss of the natural 
systems we all rely on. Our leaders 
need an urgent wake-up call. It is 
this generation which must take the 
decisions and the action to ensure 
humanity has a future on this planet. 
There is no alternative.”
K U M I  N A I D O O ,  S E C R E T A RY- G E N E R A L  O F  A M N E S T Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L , 
I N  S U P P O R T  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  A N D  N A T U R E  C A M PA I G N

© J U A N  PA B L O  M O R E I R A S / F F I
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WHAT IS NEEDED TO ADDRESS  
THE THREE CHALLENGES?

Despite efforts to tackle nature’s decline, more 
ambitious action is needed to ensure the diversity of 
life on our planet continues. Without significant and 
immediate action, the decline of the natural world 
will continue and the world’s poorest will suffer the 
greatest impacts.

Negative trends in biodiversity are expected to 
undermine progress in 80% of the Sustainable 
Development Goals: 

– overfishing and degrading land and oceans will 
limit the possibility of eradicating hunger; 

– desertification and pollution of water sources will 
stand in the way of providing clean water for all;

– more densely populated and less climate resilient 
cities will negatively impact people’s health and 
wellbeing.35

THE UK’S 25 YEAR 
ENVIRONMENT 
PLAN37 
The 25 Year Environment Plan sets out 
how the government will leave the 
environment in a better state than 
it found it. The plan includes policies 
to address air and water pollution, 
biodiversity loss, sustainable waste 
and resource management, as well as 
mitigate and adapt to climate change, 
including a net environmental gain 
approach to planning and infrastructure.

The plan also established a cross-
government Global Resource Initiative 
to bring together key actors and identify 
actions across supply chains that will 
improve the sustainability of products 
and reduce deforestation thereby 
leaving a lighter footprint on the global 
environment.

England’s first Environment Act will put  
the goals of the 25 Year Environment Plan 
into law. 
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NATURE-BASED 
SOLUTIONS38 
Nature-based solutions are actions taken 
to protect and restore ecosystems while 
simultaneously delivering ecological and 
social benefits. Examples of community-
based ecological restoration include 
mangrove defence in Vietnam that aims 
to address flood risk while enhancing 
marine biodiversity. Protecting existing 
ecosystems is crucial to build resilience to 
the threat of climate change. 

Despite the scientific evidence, nature-
based solutions have so far attracted 
only 2.5% of climate change funding. 
Greater political attention from 
governments and civil society is needed 
to protect vulnerable communities who 
are at the frontline of vital ecosystems. 
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BUFFERING 
CLIMATE CHANGE 
THROUGH CROP 
VARIETY IN 
MOROCCO39 

C A S E  S T U D Y  0 3

IN MOROCCO’S RIF MOUNTAINS, the local people 
have derived their income from olive trees since 
ancient times. Extreme weather due to climate 
change, however, is threatening the health of the 
olive trees, with intense drought and rain affecting 
the harvest. To buffer the impact of extreme 
weather, the olive trees are now grown alongside fig 
and carob trees, chickpeas, fava beans, wheat and 
livestock forage to prevent erosion and water loss 
and provide extra nutrients for the soil. The changes 
have led to improved harvest of olive oil and also 
extra income, which some farmers have used to 
pay for their children’s education. At the same 
time the olive, fig and carob trees provide cover for 
vegetables, fruits and herb plants that grow below, 
whilst also reducing soil erosion.
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Make all aid nature positive 

The UK is globally recognised as a leader in 
international development and climate change 
mitigation. There is a longstanding requirement 
that all UK aid is focused on poverty alleviation and 
sustainable development and there is increasing 
recognition that climate change poses a significant 
threat to development.36 However, too little is being 
done to recognise the threats that the loss of vital 
species and ecosystems will have for achieving 
development. 

The UK should take advantage of the opportunities 
that investing in nature can offer and maximise the 
positive impact that its existing investments can have 
on nature. To achieve this, having a ‘nature positive’ 
impact should be added to the poverty alleviation 
requirements that aid must currently meet. 

To be nature positive, all aid investments should 
provide evidence that, at a minimum, they will 
do no harm to the natural environment. Natural 
resources should be managed sustainably and ideally 
generate net positive outcomes for the natural world 
through following the principle of environmental net 
gain, as committed to in the government’s 25 Year 
Environment Plan.

This should be done through an improved climate 
and environment screening process that should 
apply to all UK Aid across government, so that all 
programmes and investments are required to show 
the positive impacts they will make on nature and 
climate change, as well as on poverty alleviation 
before any aid money is disbursed. 
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RESTORATION OF  
CATTLE PASTURE  
IN COLOMBIA’S  
UPLAND AMAZONIA40

C A S E  S T U D Y  0 4

This restoration has three  
positive benefits: 

– Higher yields of beef and milk are obtained 
and sustained from the farm with expected 
improvements to livelihoods

– Loss of carbon is reversed, as a greater 
quantity is sequestered above and below 
ground biomass

– Biodiversity is protected and enhanced in the 
landscape as trees form corridors, which allow 
animals to traverse the landscape between 
forested areas. 

The next step will be to obtain finance to roll this 
approach out across a wider area and contribute 
to Colombia’s Bonn Challenge pledge to restore 
one million hectares.

WHERE LOWLAND AMAZONIA meets the foothills 
of the Andes in south west Colombia is one of the 
Amazon’s deforestation frontiers. Forest has been 
cleared for low intensity cattle ranching that results 
in gradual loss of soil, contamination of rivers and 
reduced productivity and subsequently demand 
for more land clearance. WWF-Colombia has been 
supporting local rural support organisations who 
work with farmers to stabilise and improve cattle 
ranching in the Sibundoy Valley.

Farms are being restored by reintroducing trees into 
the landscape. Trees with edible leaves are planted 
at low densities across the pasture so that grass 
is supplemented by cattle browsing.  Native trees 
are planted, or allowed to naturally regenerate, 
along stream sides to prevent soil and animal waste 
washing into the river system. Fodder banks are 
created with a mixture of high yielding grasses and 
other species that are then fed to cattle in stocks.
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Stop investing in harmful  
practices that destroy nature

Nature’s recovery is not just about meeting targets. 
It must be accompanied by sustainable investment 
practices across government. Sustainable 
development is not solely the responsibility of DFID, 
but of all government departments, including BEIS, 
FCO, DIT, DEFRA and the Treasury. Investment 
in tackling climate change and restoring nature 
therefore must not be contradicted by our own 
practices or investments either in the UK or overseas.

A recent parliamentary inquiry revealed that 
between 2010 and 2014, the UK provided £924 
million of Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) 
to fossil fuel projects and that, between 2016 and 
2018, the Prosperity Fund (counted as ODA) spent 
approximately £1.8 million on oil and gas projects.41 

It was also revealed that the UK is undermining 
its own international climate and aid investments 
by providing almost equal amounts of overseas 
financial support for harmful fossil fuel projects. 
Former UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 

responded that “these figures and policies are  
hard to reconcile with the UK’s commitments under 
the Paris agreement”.42  

Addressing some of the pressures on the natural 
environment will require good land use governance 
and effective land use planning, restoration of 
degraded lands, and effective management of 
our oceans and rivers. But our current models 
of consumption and production, which place 
unsustainable and irreversible demands on the 
natural environment, will also have to be addressed. 

This can be done by improving policies and practices 
for responsible land and resource-based investments 
including: making sure any future trade deals the 
UK signs support an environmentally sustainable 
economy; extending the mechanisms such as the 
Global Resources Initiative beyond forestry and 
agriculture to other sectors such as mining and 
oil and gas, and establishing a moratorium on all 
current and planned fossil fuel investments at home 
and overseas until they have been reviewed and 
alternative low-carbon solutions explored. 

THE UK SPENT £4.8 BILLION THROUGH UK 
EXPORT FINANCE43 TO SUPPORT FOR FOSSIL 
FUEL PROJECTS BETWEEN 2010 AND 
2016. THIS IS ALMOST EQUAL TO TOTAL 
SPENDING ON INTERNATIONAL CLIMATE 
FINANCE 2011-17, AT £4.9 BILLION44  



The UK consumes 3.3 million tonnes of soy per year, with 
most used as animal feed for the livestock we consume, 
predominantly chicken and pork. The vast majority 
(77%) of this soy comes from high-risk deforestation 
countries, Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay. 

The UK government has recognised the importance of 
the Cerrado and its role in tackling commodity driven 
deforestation and conversion of native vegetation. It 
is a signatory of the Amsterdam Declaration, has 
launched the UK Roundtable on Sustainable Soya and 
many UK companies have set ambitious soy policies, 
but soy that is contributing to deforestation is still 
entering the UK and ending up embedded in products 
on our supermarket shelves. 

This is due to a lack of minimum standards or 
requirements set on agricultural commodity imports 
and little traceability to identify where they have 
come from. If the UK is serious about meeting its 
own commitment to tackle deforestation it must 
require companies to ensure that the soy we import, 
both directly and indirectly, is not contributing to the 
conversion of native vegetation or deforestation.

THE CERRADO IN BRAZIL is the oldest and most 
biodiverse savannah in the world. It is home to 
5% of global biodiversity and over 80 different 
ethnic groups and has a total population of nearly 
30 million people. It is also Brazil’s water cradle, 
serving as the source for half of all Brazil’s water, 
and a vast carbon sink, with 13.7 billion tonnes 
of carbon locked up largely in the below ground 
biomass due to the extensive root systems of the 
native vegetation. 

The Cerrado is also the most important region for 
Brazilian soft commodity production, including 
soy, cattle (beef), corn and cotton. As a result, 
it is one of the fastest growing deforestation 
fronts in the world: half of it has already been 
lost. The projected increase in global demand 
for commodities, such as soy, will continue 
to put pressure on the native vegetation and 
increase conversion and deforestation in the 
Cerrado, threatening the ecological balance and 
productivity of current agricultural land.  

BEFORE

AFTER
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Negotiate a global deal for  
people and nature  

There are growing calls for a new ‘New Deal for 
Nature’ at the Convention on Biological Diversity’s 
next conference of parties in 2020. This deal will 
complement the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change and the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable 
Development by ensuring the natural systems we 
rely on are conserved, restored and sustainably 
managed.  But to be successful it will require 
greater political will, commitment and visibility. 
Like the Paris Agreement, the CBD should recognise 
environmental challenges as a threat to achieving 
sustainable development, and the UK should use its 
international standing to push for the inclusion of 
a comprehensive framework, funding and goals for 
nature’s restoration, protection and sustainable use 
on an international scale. 

These new commitments must also recognise 
the needs and rights of local communities and 
support them to take care of nature. It is vital 
that conservation and sustainable management 
of nature contribute to equitable and sustainable 
human development as well as the protection and 
enhancement of nature. Examples might include 
restoration of coastal and forest areas, promotion of 
sustainable agricultural practices and maintenance 
of forests and ecosystems that provide livelihoods 
for millions of people and help regulate global 
temperatures and fresh water supplies. It should also 
include protecting and restoring iconic species such 
as tigers, elephants, and rhinos as part of land-
based solutions that focus on the needs of local 
communities. But it will also require prioritisation of 
the ‘less charismatic’ species, such as pollinators, 
insects, soil microbes, and traditional crop varieties 
that are vital for the health of ecosystems and the 
people that rely on them. 

THE VITAL ROLE 
OF INSECTS46  
Insects massively outrank all other animals 
in diversity, numbers and biomass, and 
underpin terrestrial food networks. They 
play key functions in pollination, nutrient 
cycling and food chains of birds and other 
insectivores, but populations are collapsing 
at a rate faster than ever recorded.

The mountainous national park of Luquillo 
rainforest in Puerto Rico was once 
teeming with life, home to insects, spiders, 
centipedes and millipedes that all sustained 
the diets of insect-eating animals. Yet, in 
just 35 years, the insect population has 
almost disappeared, with 98% of ground 
insects now no longer found in the forest. 
This extraordinary decline has caused the 
number of insect-eating frogs and birds to 
plummet. Only 10% of the population of the 
dazzling native bird, the Puerto Rican tody, 
exists in the forest today.

 PEOPLE  and  NATURE   |   27 



28    |    PEOPLE  and  NATURE  PEOPLE  and  NATURE   |   29 

IT IS TIME FOR THE UK  
TO SHOW ITS LEADERSHIP

To address the challenges outlined in this brochure, 
the government should:

1. Make all UK Aid nature-positive 
supporting more integrated interventions that 
improve people’s lives and enhance the natural 
environment. 

 This should be achieved through an improved 
climate and environment screening process that: 

– applies to all UK Aid across government;

– ensures that all programmes and 
investments are required to show the positive 
impacts they will make on the natural 
environment, climate change and poverty 
alleviation before any aid money is disbursed;

– can also be applied to multilateral 
development banks.

2. Stop harmful investments
 that destroy nature and contribute to climate 

change, such as investing in fossil fuels, 
deforestation, conversion and exploitation of 
carbon- and nature-rich ecosystems by: 

– introducing an immediate moratorium for 
new investments and a review of all existing 
investments in fossil fuels;

– ensuring the UK’s global investments in 
climate change and the natural environment 
are underpinned by sustainable trade and 
foreign policy that is socially just and  
nature positive. 

3. Negotiate an ambitious deal  
for people and nature at the 
Convention on Biological Diversity’s 
meeting in November 2020  
that resonates with the 2030 Agenda on  
Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement 
and includes goals and targets to: 

– end the loss and degradation of nature  
and put it on the path to recovery;

– tackle the underlying drivers of biodiversity loss;

– measure progress and actions that restore and 
enhance nature globally, with local communities 
at the centre of these actions;

– significantly increase UK funding to support 
developing countries to carry out the actions 
needed to meet these goals.
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